
  Newsletter 291 BIG Little Science Centre    December 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISSN 1920-9932 BIG Science (Print)                ISSN 1920-9940 BIG Science (Online) 
 

 
 

Physics at the BIG Little Science Centre (See pages 2-4) 
Shadows can be colourful, too, if the light sources are red, green and blue..  

(Next Issue: Chemistry at the BIG Little Science Centre) 



Physics at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Dr. Gordon R. Gore 
 

There  is a lot of physics to be learned and enjoyed at the BIG Little Science Centre. There is a lot of other 
science done, too, but if you spend enough time in our hands-on room (a gymnasium-sized area) you will learn 
a lot of physics! Our goal is to make science real, and there are over 140 stations where students of any age can 
get hands-on experience with important physics concepts. Younger visitors may just be puzzled and 'wowed', 
but senior students might enjoy seeing what they learn in textbooks 'come alive'. The photographs illustrate just 
a few of the physics-based displays you can see and handle at the centre. They also illustrate physics you can 
learn from our demonstrations or special activities (which are available on request). 
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The photos represent just a small sample of the displays or demonstrations that are available at the BIG Little 
Science Centre. We know that it is difficult for secondary teachers to arrange visits for their classes, but 
physics students are welcome to come and visit on Saturdays or on Professional Development days. We would 
welcome your suggestions for new displays, too. 
For more information about the BIG Little Science Centre, have a look at our web site: http://blscs.org 



 
How It Feels to Inspire 

By Thomas Giroday 
(From the Archives) 

 

  
 
 

It was three* summers ago that I joined the team of cutthroat educators at the Big Little Science Centre. 
I was just a lowly camp assistant then; the bottom rung of a despicable ladder, a tireless cleaner of 
rooms and preparer of activities, at the beck and call of the lurid staff who would endlessly force 
children to have fun and learn. 
 I was an Igor then, a creature of such unimaginable horror that it haunted my very soul. I began 
to take pleasure in the atrocities that were committed. From the laborious task of building a parachute 
for a water balloon, to the haunting and visceral performance of shooting a rocket straight into the chest 
stuffing of SpongeBob SquarePants, I was becoming moulded into a weapon of education ! wielding 
a sword emblazoned with logic and engraved by patience. The weeks went by, and more and more kids 
were becoming enraptured by the amazing and fantastic things we had let them search and understand. 
Whether it was sheer terror or the enchantment of the unknown that compelled me, I came back the 
following year, spreading the wicked word of knowledge through amusement. 
 By the final year of the current location, I was a captain. I had gained the trust of the elder 
masters, and even been given two Igors of my own to command. It was this year that I was tasked with 
creating the horrific summer camps, in which children were forced to endure hour after hour of exciting 
science activities, and stupendous science demonstrations. Children looked on with awe as lasers 
flashed through the air, and their jaws dropped when ten diet Coke and Mentos fountains exploded 
simultaneously ! detonated by pulling a string placed in their very hands. 
 Schools came forth, and entire families poured in from around the northern hemisphere to hear 
the words we had to spread. In our crusade, countless men, women, and children were converted to our 
cause: To spread the word of science to all those who wish to hear it. This move marks the end of an 
era, and the beginning of a new one. At the Big Little Science Centre, I was more than an enthusiast; I 
was a warrior. I was a warrior who enforced learning through the power of understanding, and fought 
boredom with the cutting edge of fascination. It was an amazing chapter in my life, and I won’t be 
forgetting the experience for as long as I live. 

 
*This article was written several years ago. Thomas is currently taking teacher training at TRU, having 
completed a B.Sc. in chemistry. We really miss Thomas at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
 



 

There is More to Teaching than Academics 
Gordon Gore 

Westsyde Secondary School was, and is, a very 
sports-oriented school. Westsyde teams are always 
contenders and often winners. Westsyde Secondary 
is a community-oriented school, which over forty 
years has evolved into an excellent secondary 
school with many 'strengths'. 

In September 1977, athletic coordinator Vic 
Bifano made his annual appeal for sponsors for the 
various teams in the school. Vic was one of the 
driving forces behind Westsyde's highly successful 
physical education and team sports programs. A 
former graduate of Kam High, he carried the 
winning tradition with him when he came to teach 
at WSS. 

I wondered, "How could I help Vic out?" 
The only sports I have ever played seriously are 
golf and hockey. Schools do not have hockey teams 
in this province, and at that time Westsyde had very 
few golfers. How could I help out the "Physed" 
department? 

I wanted to sponsor a team ! a winning 
team! Then, a brilliant idea came to me. (I get one 
every ten years or so.) Why not put together a team 
in a sport that no other school plays? Then, we 
would automatically be the best in the city! Maybe 
in the whole province! The whole country! I wanted 
a game that would involve almost no expense ! no 
referees, no rental for facilities, and no St. John's 
Ambulance attendants standing by with stretchers 
and ice cubes; a game that would require no long 
hours of practice and sweat after school. But it had 
to be a game of accuracy and skill requiring 
strength and endurance ! a real Man's Game. 

Tongue in cheek, I announced a meeting. (It 
was one of the few truly important P.A. 
announcements ever made at WSS): 

"How many students would be interested in 
attending a meeting to organize the first-ever WSS 
Tiddlywinks team?" 

Would you believe 25 students, ranging in 
age from 13 to 18, arrived at the first noon-hour 
organizational meeting? We had so many kids show 
up, we had to form a junior and a senior team! 

At the first meeting, we decided to call the 
teams The Westsyde Institute of Tiddlywinkers 
(TWIT, for short). All of a sudden, the whole 
school was full of big and little twits. I, of course, 
was the Head Twit. 

For the first two meetings, we 'played it 
straight'. The kids actually did play tiddlywinks. We 
even had a tournament to see who the best junior 
and senior TWITS were. The kids said I was the 
biggest twit, if not the best. We had T-shirts made 
up that said TWIT on them. One version said: 

I am a 
member of 

TWIT 
Of course, the middle line was printed very 

small, so that from a distance a reader just saw "I 
am a Twit". The whole thing became a big 'put-on'. 
The local papers printed at least eight different 
photographs of the kids in the Twit Club. All of 
them were 'gag shots', which everyone seemed to 
enjoy. The Kamloops Daily Sentinel at that time ran 
a photograph every week of the 'Team of the Week' 
in the city. The Twit Club, incredibly, was team of 
the week on one occasion. We even sent a TWIT 
T-shirt to Norm Grohman, the BCTV weatherman, 
and he displayed it on television. 

A highlight of the year was an actual 
tiddlywinks match against the teachers. A group of 
staff formed their own team, complete with 
cheerleaders, tiddlywinks caddies, medical 
emergency response group, and navigator! 
Photographs on the next two pages illustrate this 
unique, highly competitive event! 

I guess sponsoring the silly TWIT Club was 
just about as much fun as I had at Westsyde 
Secondary School. It was a great noon-hour activity 
to have going on during the 'cabin fever' months of 
January and February. 

The following year, we 'reincarnated' the 
TWIT Club, concentrating that year on a television 
movie called TWIT TWEK, a parody of Star Trek. 
TWIT TWEK consisted mainly of commercial 
interruptions, which were twisted versions of the 
popular commercials of the day. The group this year 
consisted mainly of drama students, one of whom 
was Rod Nagel. Rod was one of the funniest 
performers I have ever seen in a high school.  

The TWIT Club died a natural death the 
following year. The leaders seemed to graduate or 
move away, and the 'spark' just wasn't there. But it 
was fun while it lasted. 



 

      
 
Left:  Flavio Caron training for a tiddlywinks match with the school's teachers. Flavio is practicing his finger 
weight lifting to get himself in shape.   Middle: Rod Nagel models the second TWIT T-shirt design. 
Right: The Westsyde Institute of Tiddlywinkers (TWIT), a non-profit society (broke, in fact) dedicated to 
absolute nonsense, utter lunacy and total insanity (and getting their picture in the paper) listen attentively to 
their first noon hour 'guest speaker' (provided by Radio Shack).  
 

 
 

Teacher Peter Humphrey reads the rules for the TWIT tiddlywinks championship game. 
 



 

 
 

Left: Teacher Rudy Wiebe makes his first shot. Note the tiddlywinks 'caddie'! Right: Teacher John Siggers 
takes a coffee break after arriving with  his own personal tiddlywinks, pulled on a golf cart. 

 

 
 

Left: Teacher Mike Sabatino makes a shot, after obtaining advice on the proper trajectory from student 
navigator and brilliant mathematician Luis Godin. John Siggers watches, with appropriate eye protection. 
Right: Student cheerleaders encourage the teachers' team. (Traitors!) 

 

 
 

Right: Teacher Ken Johnson tends to a 'serious injury' to 
John Siggers' tiddly finger, while referee Don Desbrisay 
offers encouragement. 
 
Final Comments: It was the era of Monty Python, and I'm 
sure what we did was influenced by that fact. 
 
All activities were done outside classroom time.  
No animals or physics students were harmed by the 
TWIT Club. 
 



 

 
Science Lecture Series at the BIG Little Science Centre 

 
Fighting Crime Using Computer Technologies 

 

Dr. Andrew Park 
Wednesday, December 7, 2016 

  
Big and small crimes can happen at particular places at particular times. Crimes degrade the quality of life and 
generate fear in people. Computer technologies have been used to analyze, predict, and prevent crimes. In this 
presentation, discover how game technologies and visual analytics can simulate and visualize crimes in a 
way that allows us to observe patterns and trends of particular crimes and possibly predict them and 
prevent them from occurring. Many visually stunning 3D visualization examples will be presented. The 
audience will have a chance to try out some of the latest devices and technologies such as Oculus Rift and 
innovative interaction devices. Some prizes (Google cardboard VR goggles) will be given to those who 
correctly answer questions given during the presentation. 
  
Andrew J. Park, PhD, is an Assistant Professor in the department of Computing Science at Thompson Rivers 
University. He is a national member at the Institute for Canadian Urban Research Studies (ICURS) and Senior 
Research Affiliate at the Canadian Network for Research on Terrorism, Security and Society (TSAS). He 
received his BSc in Physics and Mathematics from Sogang University, Seoul, his MSc in Computer Science 
from Loyola University Chicago, and his doctoral degree from the School of Interactive Arts and Technology at 
Simon Fraser University, Canada. He was a Research Associate at the Modelling of Complex Social Systems 
(MoCCSy) and the ICURS. His research interests include the study of people’s fear/perception of crime and 
behaviour using virtual environments, Computational Criminology, crime/court data visualization, social 
network analysis and visualization, Gerontechnology, and agent-based modeling and simulation for criminal 
behavior and counter-terrorism. 
  

Doors open at 6:30pm, lecture at 7pm.  
For older children and adults.  

Refreshments served. 
FREE ENTRY!  

Everyone is invited to attend.  
Wheelchair accessible. 

at the BIG Little Science Centre,  
655 Holt St., 250-554-2572 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 
BIG Little Science Centre is a not-for-profit, registered charity, dedicated to creating a passion for science. 
!
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore Photo 

 

 
 

"Who needs a fishing rod?" 



 

 
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  
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Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 

Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 
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Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   
Home phone  778 472 2014          EDITOR's  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 

 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 

Drop-in Visit Information 
 

What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 

During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


